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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Under the provisions of MPEP § 2001.06(b), the Examiner is hereby advised of the 
following co-pending U.S. Application: 



A ppl. No 
10/854,411 



Filing Date 
05/26/2004 



Group 
2612 



Pursuant to our Duty of Disclosure, here is a list of references from the aforementioned co- 
pSS application'that should be also cited in the in the present co-pendmg application. 



nftpiiment Number 

US 5,594,411 
US 5,730,243 
US 5,972,299 



PuhlicationPate Name of Patentee or Applicant 



01-1997 
03-1998 
10-26-1999 



Ono, Masao 
Koilce et al. 
Huang et al. 



JP 06-092281 
JP 07-324533 
JP 11-334665 



04-05-1994 
12-12-1995 
12-07-1999 



Suzuld 

Yuhsliin Co., Ltd. 
IIC:KK 



□ The subject matter contained in the above line-listed co-pending U.S. appUcations may 
be deemed to relate to the present application, and thus may be material to the prosecutionofthis 

instant application. 



□ Copies of cited U.S. patent application(s) (specification, claims, and the drawings) or 
copies of the portion(s) of the application(s) which caused it(then) to be cited, including any 
claims directed to such portion(s) are attached hereto. 

^opies of the cited U.S. patent application(s) (specification, claims, and the drawings). 
Office Actions issued, foreign references cited etc. are available on the USPTO's Image File 
Wrapper. Therefore copies thereof need not be attached. 

□ The materials in the envelope are considered trade secrets and are being submitted for 

consideration under MPEP § 724. 

The above-Usted co-pending applications are not to be construed as prior art. By bringing 
the above-listed appUcations to the attention of the Examiner, Applicant's do NOT waive any 
confidentiality concerning the above-Usted co-pending applications or this application. See 
MPEP § 101 . Furthermore, if said applications should not mature into patents, such 
application(s) should be preserved in secrecy, to any extent permitted, under the provisions of 35 

U.S.C. § 122 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.14. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future 
replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account No. 50-0744 for 
any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under § 1.17; particularly, extension of 

time fees. 

espectfiiUy submitted 




Customer Number 21828 . 
Carrier, Blackman & Associates, P.C. / / Joseph P. Carrier 

24101 Novi Road, Suite 100 / Attorney for Applicant 

Novi, Michigan 48375 ^ Registration No. 31,748 

21 March 2007 (248)344-4422 

I hereby certify that this correspoiidence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as first class mail in an envetope 
add'ss^d ColS^^^^^^^^ Patents, Director of the US Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandna, VA 22313- 
1450 on 21 March 2007. \\ r\ 

Dated: 21 March 2007 PauirM. Patterson 

JPC/pmp 
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